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Historic Rights of Way 

QSD on 2 April 2019 

 
This briefing identifies relevant reports and useful documents, including recent parliamentary materials 

and press articles, which may be of assistance to Members in preparing for the following debate: 

 

Lord Greaves to ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the progress 

that has been made in the registration of historic rights of way and of the benefits of extending the 

cut-off date for their registration. 

 

Copies of the materials are available for collection from the Library. 

 

Key Information 

 

• Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, ‘New Plans to Simplify Recording 

Rights of Way’, 14 May 2012 

 

Press release outlining how the public can record footpaths and bridleways ahead of the cut-off date on  

1 January 2026. The press release notes that all unrecorded footpaths and bridleways created before 

1949 cannot be recorded after this date.  

 

• Natural England, A Guide to Definitive Maps and Changes to Public Rights of Way: 2008 Revision, 

July 2008 

 

Guidance providing information on public rights of way, definitive maps—which are the legal record of 

public rights of way—and the cut-off date for recording rights of way. 

 

• Natural England, Stepping Forward: The Stakeholder Working Group on Unrecorded Public Rights 

of Way—Report to Natural England, March 2010, pp 6–11 

 

Executive summary and recommendations from a report commissioned by Natural England examining 

unreported public rights of way in England. One of the aims of the report was to deliver “greater certainty” 

about where pre-1949 rights of way existed, which could protect them from extinguishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-plans-to-simplify-recording-rights-of-way
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-plans-to-simplify-recording-rights-of-way
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414670/definitive-map-guide.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/72033
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/72033


Parliamentary Debate, Statements and Questions 

 

• House of Lords, ‘Written Question: Rights of Way’, 27 January 2015, HL4235 

• House of Lords, ‘Written Question: Environment—Rights of Way’, 11 February 2014, 

HL5227 

• House of Lords, ‘Written Question: Rights of Way’, 20 March 2013, HL5846 

• House of Lords, ‘Written Question: Rights of Way’, 23 November 2011, 82379 

• Debate on ‘Rights of Way: Maps’, HL Hansard, 14 May 2008, cols 1077–87  

 

Press Articles and Comment 

 

• Jerome Starkey, ‘Time Running Out to Save Lost Walks’, Times (£), 15 January 2019  

• Kevin Rushby, ‘Memory Lanes: The Ramblers Trying to Save 10,000 Lost Footpaths’, 

Guardian, 4 December 2018  

• Mark Rowe, ‘Britain’s Footpaths: Why Are So Many Disappearing and How to Save a 

Footpath’, Countryfile Magazine, 1 May 2018 

• Rozina Sabur, ‘Councils Spending Hundreds of Thousands of Pounds as Walkers Rush to 

Record Rights of Way’, Telegraph, 10 September 2017 

• Caroline Davies, ‘Countdown Begins to Prevent Loss of Thousands of Footpaths and 

Alleyways’, Guardian, 25 December 2015 

 

Further Information  

 

• Gov.uk, ‘Rights of Way and Accessing Land’, accessed 21 March 2019 

• Open Spaces Society, ‘Claiming a Public Footpath’, accessed 21 March 2019 

• Natural England, ‘Public Rights of Way: Local Highway Authority Responsibilities’, updated  

7 December 2015 

• House of Commons Library, Establishing a Right of Way, 6 July 2011  
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House of Lords Library briefings provide a selection of politically balanced reading material intended to help 

Members prepare for debates. Briefings are published on the Library’s parliamentary intranet site in advance of 

debates, and are also automatically emailed to those Members who have their name on the speakers’ list.  

 

Please respect the copyright of the owners of the documents cited. The Library is not responsible 

for either the views or the accuracy of external content. Any comments on Library briefings should 

be sent to the Head of Research Services, House of Lords Library, London SW1A 0PW or emailed 

to purvism@parliament.uk.  

https://www.parliament.uk/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/lords/2015-01-19/HL4235
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140211w0001.htm#14021181000786
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320w0001.htm#13032057000326
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111128/text/111128w0001.htm#11112812000244
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/ldhansrd/text/80514-0013.htm#0805153000001
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/time-running-out-to-save-lost-walks-9hhmlxs7w
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/04/memory-lanes-the-ramblers-trying-to-save-10000-lost-footpaths
https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/walks/britains-footpaths-why-are-so-many-disappearing-and-how-to-save-a-footpath/
https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/walks/britains-footpaths-why-are-so-many-disappearing-and-how-to-save-a-footpath/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/10/councils-spending-hundreds-thousands-walkers-rush-record-rights/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/10/councils-spending-hundreds-thousands-walkers-rush-record-rights/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/25/countdown-begins-to-prevent-loss-of-thousands-of-footpaths-and-alleyways
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/dec/25/countdown-begins-to-prevent-loss-of-thousands-of-footpaths-and-alleyways
https://www.gov.uk/right-of-way-open-access-land
https://www.oss.org.uk/what-we-do/rights-of-way/claiming-a-public-footpath/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-rights-of-way-local-authority-responsibilities
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06026
https://intranet.parliament.uk/research-online/lords-library/library-notes-briefings/library-notes/
mailto:purvism@parliament.uk

